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GRAFFITI REMOVAL DAY SPRUCES UP THE STATE 
 

An army of volunteers has taken part in the annual Graffiti Removal Day to clean 
vandalised areas of local communities as part of a statewide makeover. 

NSW Premier and Minister for Western Sydney Barry O’Farrell was joined by Attorney 
General Greg Smith SC, Member for Parramatta Geoff Lee, Rotary Down Under 
Executive Director Bob Aitken, and Parramatta Councillor Jean Pierre Abood to help 
volunteers remove graffiti in Telopea. 
 
Mr O’Farrell said community pride had prevailed over senseless vandalism, with 
graffiti wiped out at more than 200 sites in metropolitan, regional and rural areas – 
double the number of sites cleaned last year. 
 
“It speaks volumes about how people feel about graffiti that hundreds of volunteers 
are willing to give up part of their Sunday to join this clean-up,” Mr O’Farrell said. 

“Graffiti costs NSW about $100 million a year, but rapid removal denies vandals the 
notoriety they crave and helps prevent repeat attacks in the same locations. 
 
“The NSW Government has sent a strong message to graffiti vandals that their 
behaviour won’t be tolerated by increasing penalties,” Mr O’Farrell said. 
 
The law requires juvenile graffiti vandals to appear before court for a graffiti offence 
and give courts the power to: 
 

- Extend the time graffiti offenders spend on learner or provisional licenses; 
- Limit the number of demerit points they are able to accrue over a specific 

period, and; 
- Require the cleaning up of graffiti to be a condition of any court imposed 

Community Service Order on graffiti offenders. 
 
Mr Smith said Graffiti Removal Day was empowering for volunteers and enabled them 
to reclaim ownership of graffiti-damaged public areas. 
 
“Cleaning up these areas could see locals return to areas they may have been 
avoiding because they felt unsafe,” Mr Smith said. 
 
“The battle against graffiti isn’t confined to one day of the year. 
 
“Aside from participating in Graffiti Removal Day, people can help improve the 
appearance of our State all year round by calling a dedicated hotline. 



“Anyone who has noticed vandalism is urged to pick up the phone and call the Graffiti 
Hotline - 1800 707 125 – and report it as soon as they see it. 
 
"The hotline has received around 2,700 calls since it began operating last year and 
enables everyone in NSW to be a graffiti watchdog. People should never feel like they 
have to put up with graffiti in their community,” Mr Smith said. 
 
Graffiti Removal Day is run by the NSW Government and Rotary with the support of 
most local councils in NSW, as well as community groups including the Australian 
Men’s Shed Association (NSW Branch), Scouts Australia, Girl Guides NSW & ACT 
and Police Citizens Youth Clubs (PCYC). 
 
For more information about Graffiti Removal Day events, visit 
www.graffitiremovalday.org.au 
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