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JAMES WOOD TO EXAMINE PAROLE DECISION 
 
Attorney General Greg Smith SC today asked retired Justice James Wood QC to 
examine the circumstances of a grant of parole to an offender who allegedly assaulted 
a woman at Hunters Hill this week. 
 
“Justice Wood is one of Australia’s foremost lawyers with great expertise in a range of 
aspects of the criminal justice system,” Mr Smith said. 
 
“I have asked him to urgently report on the details of the case in question, so the 
questions of the community can be answered.” 
 
Justice Wood has been asked to: 

Inquire and report on the circumstances relating to the release on parole of Terrence 
John Leary with particular regard to his custodial record and:  
1.        the history of the Parole Board’s reviews and recommendations  
2.        the conditions that were imposed when parole was granted, and  
3.        the enforcement of those conditions 

He is expected to report by the end of July. 
 
“I also have put the State Parole Authority on notice of the community concern,” Mr 
Smith said. 
 
“The community expects that offenders seeking parole prove why they shouldn’t stay 
in jail, rather than why they should be released.”  
 
“And let there be no doubt - offenders who breach their parole can expect to have their 
parole being immediately revoked.” 
 
“I have asked for reports on various aspects of the parole system and our supervision 
of offenders in the community because I want to ensure that the system works as it 
should.” 
 
“Corrective Services NSW have in place a sound supervision system, which was 
restructured earlier this year to avoid duplication and ensure all offenders in the 
community are receiving the supervision they need.” 
 
“Two branches of Corrective Services were merged to form one Community 
Corrections Division. These two branches had effectively been doing the same work 
using different standards and in nine towns Corrective Services was actually renting 
two separate office premises to house the two branches.” 
 



“Now, the system has been streamlined and all offenders will be supervised from 60 
locations around the state. Offenders who are assessed as higher risk will continue to 
greater supervision from locations closer to where they live.” 
 
“The Opposition is scaremongering on that issue.” 
 
 
 
 
 


