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MORE EFFECTIVE HELP FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME 
  
The Government’s Victims Rights and Support Bill  passed the Parliament, opening 
the way for the implementation of the new scheme which will deliver faster and more 
effective support for victims of crime, said Attorney General Greg Smith, SC. 
  
The bill passed after an amendment from the Christian Democratic Party, which will 
allow certain claims from victims of child sexual assault to be accepted more than ten 
years after the victim turns 18. 
  
“We have listened to victims of child sexual assault, who have said it often takes 
victims a long time to be ready to disclose the abuse they have suffered,” Mr Smith 
said. 
  
“The amended scheme will now include a provision enabling the Victims 
Commissioner to accept claims from victims of child sexual assault for recognition 
payments, out of pocket expenses (up to $5000) and expenses for attending related 
criminal proceedings (up to $5000) beyond the ten year limit,” he said. 
  
The new scheme is based on four pillars of support: 
·   Counselling 
·   Immediate assistance, including relocation costs, urgent medical expenses and 
funeral costs 
·   Financial assistance, including loss of earnings and medical expenses 
·   Recognition payment in recognition of the violence and trauma experienced 
  
“No financial payment can ever make up for the trauma victims of crime suffer, and 
that is why this scheme is changing the focus to helping victims with counselling, and 
immediate financial assistance straight after the incident,” Mr Smith said. 
  
“Victims and the groups that advocate on their behalf have told us that it is counselling 
that really helps victims get back on their feet. Immediate help and support are the 
most important things for victims of crime.” 
  
“Under the current scheme victims have to wait more than 30 months for their claim to 
be finalised. That is not good enough, and our new scheme is designed to make the 
assessment of claim faster and easier.” 

 


