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NEW BAIL BILL TO BE INTRODUCED 
 
New legislation modernising complex and inconsistent bail laws will be introduced into 
Parliament this week, Attorney General Greg Smith SC said today. 
 
The new Bail Act includes “unacceptable risk” as the primary decision making tool 
when police bail sergeants or courts determine if an alleged offender should be 
granted bail, or on what conditions. 
 
“This legislation will put the safety of the community, victims and witnesses first, rather 
than focussing on the alleged offence according to a complex system of 
presumptions,” Mr Smith said. 
 
When considering bail, police and the courts will need to decide if the accused poses 
an unacceptable risk of: 
- endangering the safety of victims, witnesses or the community in general, 
- interfering with witnesses or evidence, 
- committing another serious offence, or 
- failing to appear at court. 
 
Police and courts can impose strict bail conditions to mitigate any of these risks, or 
grant unconditional bail for those deemed to pose no such risks. 
 
“The legislation has the support of NSW Police who can enforce bail conditions and 
arrest those that fail to comply,” Mr Smith said. 
 
The previous law was amended 85 times in 35 years, including 57 times in the 16 
years of the last Labor governments. 
 
“We promised to reform the bail laws, and we are delivering on that promise with this 
modern new bail model. It will eliminate anomalies and complexities and ensure 
consistency in decisions about bail,” he said.” 
 
Mr Smith gave notice to Parliament today that he would be introducing the new 
legislation. 
 
When passed, the new Bail Act is expected to come into operation next year, to allow 
time to train police and judicial officers who will be applying it. 
 


