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CONSORTING APPEAL TO GO STRAIGHT TO THE HIGH COURT 
 
The Attorney General Greg Smith SC has intervened in a legal challenge to the state’s 
consorting laws to speed up a resolution of the case. 
 
The consorting laws impose a penalty of up to three years imprisonment for convicted 
offenders who continue to consort with other offenders after receiving an official police 
warning. 
 
“These laws are part of the governments crack down on criminal groups including 
bikie gangs, but they are being held up by a legal challenge. So I have decided to 
intervene to get this issue resolved more quickly,” Mr Smith said. 
 
“I am confident that we have a strong case and the laws will withstand the challenge.” 
  
“These laws are an important tool for police and we need to do what we can to get this 
challenge resolved,” he said. 
 
“That offenders are challenging these laws is a sign that they consider them a 
powerful tool for police which will make their life difficult.” 
 
The challenge by three people charged under the laws was due to be heard in the 
Court of Appeal earlier this month, but was put on hold to await the outcome of 
another High Court case which deals with a similar constitutional point. 
 
The Attorney General has now decided to intervene and apply for the case to be 
heard by the High Court. 
 
“We cannot afford to have this challenge sit in limbo and delay the effective use of our 
consorting laws.” 
 
The Attorney General used his right to seek removal to the High Court under s40 of 
the Judiciary Act 1903, after receiving legal advice. 
 
The High Court is yet to decide how it will deal with the application. 
 
“The consorting challenge was always likely to end up in the High Court and going 
straight there, should resolve the issue much sooner.” 
 
 
 


