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JAMMING TRIAL TO SHUT DOWN CONTRABAND PRISON PHONES 
 
Australia’s first trial of mobile phone jamming in prison began today, in a major 
security initiative to shut down illicit phone use by inmates. 
 
Minister for Justice Greg Smith SC and Corrective Services NSW Commissioner Peter 
Severin today activated phone jamming technology at Lithgow Correctional Centre, 
launching a nine month trial on behalf of prison authorities across Australia. 
 
“Today is an important step forward for corrections in Australia as we combat illicit 
phone use in prisons, which has become a significant concern for jurisdictions around 
the world,’’ Mr Smith said. 
 
“Mobile phone possession in NSW prisons is a crime. Mobile phones pose a threat to 
the security of correctional centres and community safety as they are often used to 
facilitate crime outside prison walls.’’  
 
Mr Severin said the jamming technology adds to a combination of measures 
Corrective Services NSW (CSNSW) already uses to combat contraband phones, 
including security screening, intelligence gathering, and random and targeted 
searches by officers and K9s, including mobile phone sniffer dogs.” 
 
“In the past five years, we have significantly stepped up efforts to seize and detect 
mobile phones in our centres and have removed hundreds of mobile phones and 
accessories from circulation – however inmates continue to try new and devious ways 
to obtain them.” 
 
“We believe this jamming technology is the ultimate answer because even if an inmate 
does obtain a mobile phone, it will be worthless because it won’t work.’’ 
 
Dozens of antennas have now been installed inside Lithgow Correctional Centre to 
jam the channels that would normally transmit mobile phone signals.  
 
Mr Smith said the antennas were adjusted so the jamming signal did not penetrate 
beyond the correctional centre’s boundaries and did not affect mobile phone 
customers in the community. 
 
Service providers Telstra, Optus and Vodafone are cooperating with the trial and will 
monitor the results. The remote Lithgow Correctional Centre site was chosen for the 
trial as a precaution to reduce any possible impact on the operation of mobile signals 
near the prison.  
 



The Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) has granted CSNSW an 
exemption from Australia’s Radiocommunications Act 1992, which makes it an offence 
to operate, supply or possess jamming devices, so the trial can proceed. 
 
“We have conducted extensive planning with our project partners, consulted regularly 
with the local Lithgow community, and the effects of the jamming equipment will be 
constantly monitored and assessed,’’ Mr Severin said. 
 
“We are confident that mobile phone use outside Lithgow Correctional Centre’s walls 
will not be affected. However if members of the public do experience any issues with 
their phones near the Centre they should first contact their mobile service provider 
which will be best placed to determine the reason. Details of the time and location of 
any issue will assist the provider’s investigations.” 
 
“If providers believe an issue may be related to the jammer they will contact Corrective 
Services NSW which will immediately investigate to resolve the issue.’’ 
 
Corrective Services NSW has also established a toll-free number for public enquiries: 
1800 526 637 or 1800 JAMMER . 

 
Mr Smith said a consultant will evaluate the effectiveness of the technology used in 
the trial and report to CSNSW, ACMA and other states.  
 
“The report will help inform the ACMA’s decision on whether it would be in the public 
interest to allow deployment of mobile phone jammers in correctional centres,” Mr 
Smith said. 
 
Corrective Services NSW expects to invest about $900,000 for materials and 
equipment, installation, monitoring, technical advice and evaluation. A further 
$160,000 was contributed by NSW and all other states and territories equally to 
undertake preparation, including initial design and testing of technology. 
 
More information can be found at www.correctiveservices.nsw.gov.au and 
www.acma.gov.au and the fact sheet below. 
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FACT SHEET - MOBILE PHONE JAMMING 
 
Why trial mobile phone jamming in NSW? 

 Mobile phone jamming technology has been used in other countries including 
the United States, Bermuda, New Zealand and the Cayman Islands to combat 
the growing international problem of contraband phone use in prison.  

 Contraband mobile phones present a risk to the security and good order of a 
correctional centre. 

 Inmates who obtain mobile phones can use them to facilitate further crimes, as 
in the case of a high-profile NSW prisoner who was convicted of directing a 
drug distribution network in the community. 

 
How will the jamming technology work? 

 Mobile phones work by registering with the nearest active mobile phone tower 
on their network. This tower provides the connection that allows mobile traffic 
including calls, texts and data. 

 The jamming device uses antennas to emit a signal at very low power, 
preventing any mobiles inside the correctional centre from connecting to the 
phone tower. This renders mobile phones inside the centre inoperable.   

 The number of antennas and their placement inside the centre will ensure the 
signal coming from the jammer is so low that it only affects phones within the 
targeted area, and not beyond. 

 
What else is being done to combat mobile phones in prisons? 

 The CSNSW Security Operations Group (SOG) uses teams of officers and K9s, 
including mobile phone sniffer dogs, to conduct random and targeted searches 
of correctional centre visitors, inmates, cells and common areas across NSW. 

 Possession of mobile phones, chargers and SIM cards in NSW prisons is a 
criminal offence that attracts a maximum two years’ imprisonment or a $5500 
fine, or both. Alternatively, it can be dealt with via an internal correctional 
charge and inmates may lose specified privileges for up to six months. 

 Searches have increased in the past five years, with the SOG seizing 622 
mobile phones, chargers and SIM cards between 1 January 2009 and 30 June 
2013. Seizures rose more than 500 per cent from 39 phones and accessories 
being found in 2009 compared to 239 in 2012. 

 Last year SOG did 92,560 searches of prisoners, cells and common areas 
inside prisons – a total 17,522 more searches than in 2011. This does not 
include visitor search operations. 

 Individual correctional centre officers also conduct daily searches of their 
centres for contraband including mobile phones. 

 CSNSW conducts significant intelligence gathering, including monitoring 
inmates’ landline phone use and mail, and uses intelligence to initiate targeted 
searches. 

 
 


