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$50,000 TO REDUCE ALCOHOL-FUELLED VIOLENCE IN NOWRA 

 
The NSW Government has awarded Shoalhaven Council $50,000 for a multi-pronged campaign to 
reduce alcohol-related assaults in Nowra’s CBD, Attorney General Greg Smith SC and the Member 
for South Coast Shelley Hancock announced today. 
 
“The campaign will promote responsible consumption of alcohol and make staff and security 
operators at licensed venues more aware of their duty to protect patrons from violence on the 
premises,” said Mr Smith. 
 
“Council will also conduct a safety audit of the Nowra entertainment precinct and improve the 
design of the area to reduce the risk of alcohol-fuelled violence,” he said. 
 
Council’s responsible consumption of alcohol campaign will include advertisements in the media 
and posters in licensed venues. 
 
The advertisements will: 
 

 warn of the penalties for alcohol-related offences, including assault; 
 remind patrons that they will be refused entry to pubs and clubs if they appear to be under 

the influence of alcohol; and 
 provide revellers with advice on finding transport to get home safely. 

 
Staff and security from licensed venues will attend seminars that examine their legal requirements 
and potential liability; what the public expects of them; and the negative impact anti-social 
behaviour has on their business and the community. 
 
Council has developed the education campaign in consultation with police, security professionals 
and the Shoalhaven Liquor Accord. 
 
Non-domestic violence related assault has fallen by almost 16 per cent in the Shoalhaven in the 12 
months to September 2012.  However, police are concerned that a significant proportion of the 
offences occurred in Nowra, particularly on Friday and Saturday nights. 
 
Mrs Hancock said: “There’s nothing wrong with enjoying a drink with friends, but it’s important to 
know your limits - for your own safety and the safety of others. 
 
“Council’s campaign will promote greater vigilance at licensed venues so that intoxicated trouble 
makers are not allowed to ruin anyone else’s night out,” she said. 
 

 


