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NEW LAW REFORM COMMISSION REFERENCES 
 
Attorney General Greg Smith SC announced today he has asked the NSW Law 
Reform Commission to undertake four new investigations over the coming 12 to 18 
months. 
 
Mr Smith asked the Commission to conduct reviews and develop proposals for law 
reform in the following areas: 

 Statutory provisions for alternative dispute resolution 

 Encouraging appropriate early pleas of guilty in indictable criminal proceedings 

 Processes for determining parole 

 Streamlining criminal appeal processes 
 
“I value the work of the Law Reform Commission and its chairman James Wood AO 
QC, and believe their views will be valuable in informing Government and shaping 
policy in these four important areas of law reform,” Mr Smith said. 
 
“Alternative Dispute Resolution is an important and growing area of the law which 
affects many individuals and helps make the settlement of disputes easier, faster and 
cheaper. The Commission will also focus on developing a consistent model or models 
for dispute resolution including court ordered mediation or other dispute resolution 
processes, under various statutory provisions.”  
 
The Commission will also be examining ways to encourage early guilty pleas, building 
on other government initiatives in the area of improving trial efficiency. 
 
“Early guilty pleas do not just improve the efficiency of the criminal justice system, they 
also save victims and witnesses the trauma of preparing for court, only to be excused 
at the last minute.” 
 
“We don’t deny an accused the right to have their day in court, but we want to 
encourage those who will ultimately plead guilty to do so early, reducing the emotional 
impact on participants, and reducing the waste of time and resources in preparing for 
a trial which will not take place.” 
 
“The review of the parole system will look at ways to ensure it works effectively to 
protect community safety and reintegrate offenders into society towards the end of 
their sentence to reduce their chance of reoffending.” 
 
The Commission will soon be calling for preliminary submissions on these references, 
and more information can be found on its website www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lrc  
 

http://www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lrc

