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THIRD DRUG COURT FOR NSW OPENS IN SYDNEY 
 

The highly successful Drug Court will begin operating at the Downing Centre today, 
helping drug dependent offenders in Sydney’s CBD, inner west and eastern suburbs to 
overcome their addiction and stop committing crime. 

 
Attorney General Greg Smith SC and Health Minister Jillian Skinner will today join Senior 
Drug Court Judge Roger Dive in opening the state’s third Drug Court, which will be known 
as the Sydney Drug Court. 
 
“The NSW Government is committed to supporting diversionary programs that deliver 
results and the Drug Court has proven its effectiveness time and time again,” Mr Smith 
said. 
 
“The Drug Court recognises the abuse of illicit substances is not just a criminal issue, it is 
a health issue and with intensive treatment offenders can break the vicious cycle of 
committing crime to feed their habit,” Mrs Skinner said. 
 
“This is about ensuring members of the community are given the best chance to not only 
turn their lives around but their health and mental health too,” Mrs Skinner said. 
 
The Sydney Drug Court will accommodate up to 40 participants at a time, receiving 
referrals from Newtown, Waverley, Central and Downing Centre Local Courts and the 
Sydney District Court.   
 
To be eligible for the Drug Court, an offender must be drug dependent, at least 18 years 
old, intending to plead guilty to an offence, willing to participate in the program and likely to 
be sentenced to jail if convicted. People charged with violent, sexual or drug trafficking 
offences are excluded from the program. 
 
“Completing the program is not easy – it takes a minimum of 12 months and requires 
participants to make profound changes to the way they are living their lives,” Mr Smith 
said. 
 
After undergoing detoxification in custody, Drug Court participants are transferred to a 
rehabilitation centre or court-approved program. Participants are drug tested (initially three 
times a week), attend counselling sessions and develop job and life skills. 
 
The Drug Court has been operating at Parramatta in Sydney’s west since 1999 and at 
Toronto in the Hunter region since 2011. Judge Dive said over 50 per cent of participants 



complete the program to graduation standard or achieve a sufficient level of success to 
render any further time in jail unnecessary. 
 
“Graduation is not the only measure of success – for example, some participants cannot 
complete the demanding graduation requirements because they have found a full-time 
job,” Judge Dive said. 
 
Judge Dive said participants aren’t the only ones to benefit from the Drug Court program. 
 
“The Drug Court program has led to participants rebuilding relationships with estranged 
parents, children and other family members. The ripple effect of recovery is extraordinary,” 
Judge Dive said. 
 
“There are also enormous benefits for the community each time a participant stops 
committing crime and starts living a normal and honest life.”  
 
A study by the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) showed the 
Drug Court is more cost-effective than prison in reducing re-offending rates among people 
who have committed drug-related crime. Offenders who complete the Drug Court program 
are 37 per cent less likely to be convicted of any further offence and 58 per cent less likely 
to be convicted of another drug offence.   
 
The Director of BOCSAR Dr Don Weatherburn said the Drug Court was “the benchmark 
against which all other offender rehabilitation programs in NSW should be assessed”. 
 
  
 

 


