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NSW INVESTS IN NEW COURTS AND EARLY INTERVENTION 

 
The NSW Government will build new courthouses, harness technology to make the justice 
system more efficient and invest in prisoner rehabilitation services and an early intervention 
program for troubled youth, Attorney General Greg Smith SC announced today. 
 
Mr Smith said the 2013-14 Budget delivered over $120 million for the construction of new 
courts and upgrades of existing facilities, including: 
 
• $63 million towards the construction of the Newcastle Courthouse (to be the largest 

NSW courthouse outside of Sydney); 
• $19.5 million towards the construction of the courthouse at the new Coffs Harbour 

Justice Precinct; and  
• $38 million for renovations of existing courthouses, including major projects at Hornsby, 

Manly, Penrith, Wagga Wagga and Wollongong. 
  
The Government is investing $3 million in the implementation of a new electronic jury 
management system that will speed up the jury assembly process and make it possible for 
jurors to serve at a time that is more convenient for them. 
 
“For the first time, people summoned for jury service will be able to nominate dates when 
they are unavailable and will be able to submit applications online, rather than by mail,” Mr 
Smith said. 
 
The Budget provides $5.3 million for improvements to the electronic exchange of data 
between police and the courts and $3.5 million for a project that will enable the Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions to electronically file and update indictments with courts. 
 
In addition to a recurrent annual allocation of around $70million, victims of crime will receive 
a one-off, additional allowance of almost $130 million for grants expenditure to fund 
unresolved claims lodged under the old compensation scheme. This grants expenditure has 
been booked in the 2012-13 accounts. Excluding this item, funding for Crime Prevention 
and Community Services increased in the 2013-14 budget. 
  
The Government also continues to invest in rehabilitation programs for prisoners with an 
additional $2.5 million this financial year to design and build innovative education and 
training centres which will run programs to reduce re-offending.  
 
The funding has been allocated for two Intensive Learning Centres at Lithgow and Mid 
North Coast Correctional Centres, in a unique partnership with the Designing Out Crime 
Research Centre at Sydney’s University of Technology. 
 
“Poor literacy and high levels of unemployment are known to be key factors in re-offending, 
and these classrooms are specifically designed learning environments to help inmates stay 
engaged with learning.”  
 

  



 
 
 
“A workforce of 30 inmates, including 20 Aboriginal people, will construct the modular 
classroom components at St Heliers Correctional Centre at Muswellbrook which are 
reassembled at their destination.” 
 
A further $1.5 million has also been allocated to upgrade the specialised secure inmate 
transport fleet which includes retro-fitting GPS tracking and digital video recorder (DVR) 
technology to activate real-time tracking and recording of all vehicles and the inmates 
inside. 
 
Mr Smith said $2 million would be invested in the Youth on Track scheme which will help 
young people at risk of committing crime to stay out of trouble. 
 
“Starting on July 1, Youth on Track will provide ‘at risk’ young people with services to deal 
with issues such as substance abuse, educational problems, anger, mental illness and 
family dysfunction,” Mr Smith said. 
 
“What’s groundbreaking about this program is that it will be staging much earlier 
interventions, providing services to reduce offending behaviour that are usually only 
available to young people once they have been convicted of an offence.” 
 
The Budget commits almost $2.6 million for the completion of upgrades to Cobham and 
Riverina Juvenile Justice Centres.  
 
The Budget provides Legal Aid NSW with $755,000 to deliver legal services to homeless 
people at shelters, health facilities and community centres in the Hunter, Richmond Tweed, 
Southern East and Riverina regions. 
 
Mr Smith said the government would also continue to support the Work Development 
Orders (WDO) scheme that enables disadvantaged people to clear unpaid fines by 
engaging in unpaid work or educational programs. 
 
“Legal Aid NSW will again receive over a million dollars to help disadvantaged people in 
regional areas take part in the WDO scheme and address issues such as homelessness 
and mental illness,” Mr Smith said. 

 
 
 

 
 


