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EVIDENCE OF SILENCE LAWS PASS PARLIAMENT 
 
A key reform requested by police in the continuing fight against organised crime passed 
Parliament this evening – no thanks to the Labor Party. 
 
The Leader of the Government in the Upper House and Minister for Police Michael 
Gallacher said: “This package of reforms passed despite opposition from the alliance of 
Labor and the Greens.” 
 
“Labor try to talk tough, but fail when it comes to supporting tough legislation. They have 
turned their back on police by failing to support this legislation which frontline police 
believe will help them target serious criminals,” Mr Gallacher said. 
 
“Labor should be simply ashamed that they chose to back criminals over NSW police.” 
 
The package of reforms, designed to make trials more efficient and stop criminals from 
putting forward defences at the last minute, has two parts. 
 
It includes “Evidence of Silence” legislation which allows juries to draw adverse inferences 
in certain circumstances – including being given a special caution in the presence of their 
lawyer - if a person accused of a serious indictable crime seeks to raise a fact at trial they 
did not disclose during a police interview. 
 
The second part of the package makes it mandatory for both sides in criminal trials to 
follow a timetable setting out requirements for disclosure of material before trial, unless a 
court specifically waives the requirement. 
 
Both laws were passed by the Legislative Council this evening, after passing the 
Legislative Assembly on Tuesday. They will commence when proclaimed, after 
appropriate procedures have been put into place for their operation. 
 
Attorney General Greg Smith SC said: “This victory is no thanks to Labor who have been 
scaremongering about these laws, despite a ruling from the European Court of Human 
Rights, which found similar laws in the UK were consistent with the right to a fair trial.” 
 
“Labor has lost all credibility when it comes to the fight against organised crime because of 
their failure to support this package of legislation, which should lead to shorter and more 
efficient trials and stop witnesses being called unnecessarily.” 
 
 


