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LEADING BARRISTER TO BE A SUPREME COURT JUDGE 
 

Attorney General Greg Smith SC today announced the appointment of Francois Kunc 
SC as a judge of the Supreme Court of NSW. 
 
“For many years, Mr Kunc has been one of the state’s foremost barristers in 
commercial law and I am sure his intelligence, skill and depth of knowledge will be 
well utilised on the bench of the Supreme Court,” Mr Smith said. 
 
As a barrister, Mr Kunc maintained a wide-ranging commercial practice which included 
cases involving contract, equity, trusts, trade practices, insolvency, banking and 
insurance, government regulation, administrative law and estates. 
 
He has been involved in cases with significant international dimensions, which have 
required coordinating related litigation or evidence gathering in America, Europe and 
New Zealand. 
 
His clients have included the Commonwealth Government and several of Australia’s 
top 50 public companies, including major banks and insurers. He has also represented 
actor Paul Hogan in his dispute with the Australian Crime Commission. 
 
In addition to regular appearances in the Supreme Court of NSW and Federal Court of 
Australia, Mr Kunc has appeared in the Supreme Courts of the ACT, Queensland, 
Victoria and South Australia and the High Court of Australia. 
 
Mr Kunc has been practising law for 27 years, including 21 years as a barrister and six 
years as a Senior Counsel. He has served as a President of the Law and Literature 
Association of Australia and as the chairman of the Eleventh Floor of Wentworth 
Chambers. 
 
Mr Smith said Mr Kunc’s path into the law had been far from easy and was marked by 
a determination to succeed.   
 
“Raised in a migrant family of modest financial means, Mr Kunc studied hard and was 
awarded a scholarship to Sydney Grammar School and subsequently graduated from 
the University of Sydney with a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Laws,” Mr Smith 
said. 
 
“In his spare time, he is now involved in helping girls and young women pursue their 
career ambitions as a Director of Layne Beachley’s Aim for the Stars Foundation.” 
 
 
 



Mr Kunc has also had a long involvement in the arts and is currently a director of the 
Opera Australia Capital Fund. 
 
Mr Kunc will be sworn in as a Supreme Court judge on 8 April 2013. He will sit in the 
Equity Division of the court. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


