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PAROLEE SUPERVISION INCREASED 
 
A review of the case plans of high risk sex offenders on parole has found “no 
significant concerns” about their management in the community, Attorney General and 
Minister for Justice Greg Smith SC said today. 
 
“The findings give me some comfort that recent events represent an isolated case. 
However, we continue to await a broader review of the parole system, and the specific 
review by James Wood QC of the case in question,” he said. 
 
“I want to be absolutely sure that community safety is paramount in decisions 
regarding the granting of parole by the State Parole Authority,” he said. 
 
Findings of the internal review of the supervision of sex offenders on parole include: 

 all offenders had risk assessments completed 

 case management plans “reflected appropriate risk factors and management 
strategies” 

 the frequency of contact with the parolees had increased by an average of 16 
per cent for sex offenders and 22 per cent for high risk offenders over the past 
three months 

 92 per cent of offenders had met their required contact frequency, while the 
remaining 8 per cent of cases were within a few days of meeting the required 
frequency  

 Within the last year, only 3.4% of sex offenders on parole were charged with 
further sexual offences (including one dating back 30 years). All had their 
parole revoked. 

 
The review, which will not be released for security reasons, also identified the need to 
increase the verification of information provided by parolees, and to update case plans 
in a timely manner. 
 
“I have been assured by the Corrective Services Commissioner that these remaining 
issues are being addressed as a matter of urgency,” Mr Smith said. 
 
The Community Corrections division was recently formed from a merger of two 
separate units. The previous structure lacked consistency in terms of who managed 
which offenders and according to which standards. 
 
The review highlights how the new structure has set minimum standards and 
introduced a new risk assessment system which considers not just the risk of 
reoffending but also the potential impact on the community. 
 
“By merging the two units and setting clear standards, duplications can be avoided 
and the community can be better assured that parolees are appropriately supervised.” 



 
“During the transition period, contact frequencies have already increased for more 
than a quarter of the offenders under review. New processes have also been put in 
place for the monitoring of the most serious offenders.” 
 
“While there is unfortunately no failsafe way of predicting the behaviour of human 
beings, parole offers an opportunity to supervise offenders and facilitate their 
integration into the community.” 
 
“On the other hand, those high risk violent and sexual offenders who have shown no 
sign of rehabilitation, can be detained in custody, or kept under strict supervision 
orders.”  
 
“I also want to be certain that the processes for deciding who is ready to be released, 
and under what conditions, are sound. This is why I have asked for a review of the 
parole process and an inquiry into a recent case which has caused great community 
concern.” 
 
“I will ensure we will implement the necessary change to make this system as safe as 
it can be.” 
 

 
 


