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COMMONWEALTH SHOULD PRIORITISE FIGHT AGAINST GANGS 

 
The Commonwealth should stop campaigning and start acting in joining states and 
territories in the fight against organised crime, Attorney General Greg Smith SC said 
today. 
  
“The NSW Government first raised the issue of uniform national anti-bikie legislation 
with Prime Minister Gillard in July 2011 and despite raising it several times, more than 
18 months later she is still dragging her feet,” Mr Smith said. 
  
“We were pleased when a month ago the Prime Minister finally announced that the 
Commonwealth was ready to work together in the fight against criminal organisations, 
including bikie gangs, but to date the only details we have are from a media release.” 
  
Mr Smith spoke ahead of the biannual Standing Council on Law and Justice meeting 
at which Attorneys General of the states, territories and Commonwealth discuss 
issues in their portfolios. 
  
“If the Commonwealth was really serious about tackling the issue of organised crime it 
would have taken today’s meeting of all the State’s Attorneys General to start detailing 
their plans,” he said 
  
“Instead, the federal government has suddenly removed the issue of organised crime 
from the agenda at SCLJ without explanation. 
  
“We call on Federal Attorney General Mark Dreyfus QC to reinstate the item on the 
agenda and be prepared to discuss criminal organisations laws with the states and 
territories at SCLJ," Mr Smith said. 
  
“The Gillard government has been making a lot of noise about this issue, but when it 
comes to outlining their plans at the appropriate forum, they are not forthcoming 
because they have no clear plan. 
  
While we are waiting for details of the Federal Government’s proposal on national 
laws to crack down on criminal organisations, NSW has workable legislation in place. 
  
Mr Smith said the NSW Police Force had had recent successes in taking illegal 
firearms off the streets, but they are fighting a difficult battle. “The greatest threat 
remains the shortfalls in custom controls and border protection measures which allow 
illegal guns into the country.” 
  
“These are important issues that need to be discussed at a national level.” 
 
 


