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SENTENCING COUNCIL REPORT PROVIDED TO JOINT COMMITTEE 
 
The interim report of the Sentencing Council on standard non parole periods was 
delivered to the joint Parliamentary Committee on sentencing of child sexual assault 
offenders, Attorney General Greg Smith SC has said. 
 
The committee was established in August to inquire into and report on whether current 
sentencing options for perpetrators of child sexual assault remain effective, and 
whether greater consistency in sentencing and improving public confidence in the 
judicial system could be achieved through alternative sentencing options. 
 
“This committee reflects public disquiet about the level of sentences imposed for these 
types of offendences, which are among the most despicable crimes and often leave 
victims with life-long trauma,” Mr Smith said. 
 
The interim report on their application to child sexual assault offences was prepared to 
inform the work of the committee, and forms part of a larger project. 
 
“It recommends broadening the range of further child sex offences included in the 
Standard Non Parole Period scheme,” Mr Smith said.  
 
“It also tackles the difficult issue of trying to find a way of producing a more coherent 
and consistent scheme by relating the proposed standard non parole period to the 
maximum possible term of imprisonment.” 
 
Currently, the standard non parole period for different offences varies from 21.4% to 
80% of the maximum term without any clear logic. The report proposes two possible 
methods of setting the standard non parole period. 
 
“However, if this were to result in a reduction in the standard non parole periods for 
serious offences that are of great community concern, the government would need to 
be strongly convinced before we would consider such an option.” 
 
“In an opinion piece this week I urged judges to pay greater attention to community 
concerns, and this is clearly another area in which judges and magistrates need to re-
examine their sentences.” 
 
“Victims in child sexual assault cases are the most vulnerable members of our society, 
and we need to do our utmost to protect them.” 
 
 


