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CIRCLE SENTENCING AND CARE CIRCLES SAY THANK YOU TO SUPPORT 

AGENCIES IN NOWRA 
 

The many agencies that have contributed to the success of Circle Sentencing and Care 
Circles in Nowra will be recognised at a NAIDOC Week ceremony at Nowra Courthouse. 
 
“Circle Sentencing and Care Circles rely on the support of a range of agencies in order to 
achieve their goals in rehabilitating Aboriginal offenders or developing and implementing 
appropriate care plans for Aboriginal children and their families,” said Nowra Circle 
Sentencing and Care Circles Project Officer Gail Wallace. 
 
“Today is an opportunity to thank the agencies for the services they provide which include 
legal representation, supervision, education, family support and treatment for mental illness 
and drug and alcohol problems.” 
 
Representatives from 17 agencies will be presented with certificates of appreciation. 
  
Circle Sentencing is an alternative sentencing process for Aboriginal offenders.  The 
offender is required to discuss the impact of their crime with an intimate circle that includes 
respected Aboriginal Elders, a Magistrate and often a victim. 
 
“The Circle tailors a sentence to the offender that fits the crime and helps them to address 
the root causes of their criminal behaviour,” Ms Wallace said. 
 
“The process doesn’t end when the sentence is delivered – it continues in the community as 
the Elders and the agencies we are recognising today work hard to get the offender back on 
the right path.” 
 
There have been 95 Circle Sentence sittings in Nowra since the program began in 2002. 
 
The Care Circles program encourages more culturally appropriate decision making and care 
plans for Aboriginal children and families.   
 
“Conducted in an informal setting, Care Circles give Aboriginal families and respected 
community members an opportunity to have their say on where children should live and what 
support they need,’ Ms Wallace said. 
 
There have been 21 Care Circles in Nowra over the three years the program has been 
operating. 
 
The NAIDOC Week ceremony will be held at Nowra Courthouse from 9am-10.30am on 10 
July 2013.  The ceremony will also include the launch of an Aboriginal art exhibition.  The 
artworks of local Aboriginal TAFE students will be on display at the courthouse for two 
weeks. 
 
 


