
   

  

  
  

 

 

Australian Police Medal 
 

Superintendent Gregory Michael Martin, Commander- Richmond Local Area 

Command 

 

Superintendent Gregory Martin joined the NSW Police Force in 1984. He was 

attested as a probationary constable in 1984, and was stationed at Hornsby. He 

was promoted to his current rank in 2004 and posted to his command in 2010. 

 

Superintendent Martin has dedicated most of his policing career to the forensic field, 

recognized as an ‘expert’ forensic investigator. He has extensive experience in 

commanding areas with high Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, 

devoting considerable effort and resources in developing trust and working 

relationships with community leaders that saw better outcomes for both police and 

the community. He is an active sponsor and contributor of the IPROWD program. 

 

Superintendent Martin was awarded the National Police Service Medal in 2014, the 

National Medal in 2001; including 1st clasp to National Medal in 2011 and the NSW 

Police Medal in 2005 (including 3rd clasp to the NSW Police Medal in 2011). In 2000, 

he was awarded the Commissioner’s Unit Citation for disarming a suspect at South 

Tweed Heads in 1998. In 2013, he received the Commissioner’s Sesquicentenary 

Citation. 

 

 

Chief Inspector Wayne David Humphrey – Staff Officer – Northern Region 

 

Chief Inspector Wayne David Humphrey joined the NSW Police Force in 1980. He 

was attested as a Probationary Constable in 1981, stationed at No 36 Division 

(Springwood). He was promoted to his current rank in 2003, and posted to his current 

command in 2014. 

 

Chief Inspector Humphrey has spent part of his policing service in both the Sydney 

metropolitan and regional areas of NSW. He was an active member of the 

Operational Support Group, and now a Tactical advisor and is also a member of 

Northern Region State Protection Support Unit. He has contributed to the Force 

through various roles in large scale operations and investigations, demonstrating 

capacity to lead and implement change. 

 

Chief Inspector Humphrey was awarded the National Police Service Medal in 2015, 

National Medal in 1997; 1st clasp to the National Medal in 2006 and the NSW Police 

Medal in 2003 (including 4th clasp to the NSW Police Medal in 2011). In 2000 he was 

awarded a commendation for brave conduct for the search and recovery operation of 

injured missing hikers. He was also awarded awards for his role in the 20121 



Christchurch major earthquake. He has received two Commissioner’s commendation 

for outstanding service and devotion to duty. In 2014, he received the 

Commissioner’s Sesquicentenary Citation.  

 

 

Superintendent Peter Glenn Thurtell – Commander – Manning Great Lakes 

Local Area Command 

 

Superintendent Peter Glenn Thurtell joined the NSW Police Force in 1985. He was 

attested as a Probationary Constable in 1985, where he was stationed at Redfern. 

He was promoted to his current rank in 2005 and posted to his current command in 

2012. 

 

Superintendent Thurtell is the Northern Region sponsor for mental health and active 

member of the Hunter/New England Regional Interdepartmental Committee for 

Mental Health. He is a nationally accredited counter terrorism forward commander 

and is the Local Emergency Operations Controller for 8 Local Government Areas and 

has led the emergency response to a number of flood and bush fire events in NSW. 

He was one of the two forward commanders for Strike Force `Durkin’ searching for 

Australia’s most wanted fugitive.  

 

Superintendent Thurtell was awarded the National Police Service Medal in 2014, the 

National Medal in 2001; including 1st clasp to National Medal in 2011 and the NSW 

Police Medal in 2004 (including 4th clasp to the NSW Police Medal in 2017). In 2016 

he was awarded the Commissioner’s Commendation for service and Commissioner’s 

Unit Citation for outstanding commitment and meritorious performance of duty while 

attached to Strike Force `Durkin’. In 2012, he received the Commissioner’s 

Sesquicentenary citation. 

 

 

Chief Superintendent Donna Elizabeth Adney – Commander – Public Order and 

Riot Squad 

 

Chief Superintendent Donna Elizabeth Adney joined the NSW Police Force in 1986. 

She was attested as a probationary constable in 1986 and stationed at Hurstville. 

She was promoted to her current rank in 2011 and posted to her current command in 

2017. 

 

Chief Superintendent Adney has performed duties as commander at Gladesville, 

Ashfield and Surry Hills Local Area Commands, Communications Group, State 

Protection Group Dog Unit until her appointment as Commander of the Public Order 

& Riot Squad. She has been the corporate spokesperson for the NSWPF GLBTI 

community and led the development of the Force’s policy on sexuality and gender 

diversity 2011-2014. 

 



Chief Superintendent Adney was awarded the National Police Service Medal in 2016, 

National Medal in 2003; 1st clasp to National Medal in 2016 and the NSW Police 

Medal in 2004 (including 3rd clasp to the NSW Police Medal in 2015). 

 

 

 

Inspector Donna Marie Faul – Commander – Protocol & Awards Unit 

 

Inspector Donna Marie Faul joined the NSW Police Force in 1986. She was attested 

as a probationary constable in 1987 and stationed at Fairfield. She was promoted to 

her current rank in 2014 and posted to her current command in 2016. 

 

Inspector Faul oversaw the restructure of the Protocol and Awards Unit resulting in 

the development and implementation of new operating methods and better and 

closer liaison with family members, police commands and victims support groups. 

 

Inspector Faul was awarded the National Police Service Medal in 2014, National 

Medal in 2003; 1st clasp to National Medal in 2014 and the NSW Police Medal in 

2004 (including 3rd clasp to the NSW Police Medal in 2014). In 2012 she received the 

Commissioner’s Sesquicentenary Citation. In 2010 she was awarded the 

Commissioner’s Perpetual Award for the Advancement of Women in Policing, ‘Gold 

Award Winner’. 

 

 

Sergeant Paul Gerard Dilley – Team Leader – Mid North Coast Highway Patrol 

 

Sergeant Paul Gerard Dilley joined the NSW Police Force in 1982. He was attested 

as a probationary constable in 1982 and stationed in Central. He was promoted to his 

current rank in 1997 and posted to his current command in 1990. 

 

Sergeant Dilley is committed to road safety and promotion of safety standards across 

the Mid North Coast Command. He is a police negotiator and has conducted many 

successful operations through high level negotiations. He has coordinated the police 

traffic response to the Australian Ironman event held at Port Macquarie for the past 

10 years. 

 

Sergeant Dilley was awarded the National Police Medal in 2014, the National Medal 

in 1997 (1st clasp to the National Medal in 2006) and the NSW Police Medal in 2004 

(including 4th clasp to the NSW Police Medal in 2014). In 2012, he received the 

Commissioner’s Sesquicentenary citation. 

 

 

Inspector Anthony Mark Reneker – Duty Officer – Griffith Local Area Command 

 

Inspector Anthony Mark Reneker joined the NSW Police Force in 1982. He was 



attested as a probationary constable in 1982 and stationed at No. 30 Division 

(Gosford). He was promoted to his current rank in 2000 and posted to his current 

command in 2006. 

 

Inspector Reneker spent a major part of his policing service in rural and regional 

parts of NSW, developing positive relationships with the community and being 

involved in many early interventions with the Aboriginal communities leading to better 

outcomes for police and the community. He was involved in the successful 

introduction of the community engagement program in Griffith. He is involved in 

strategies to prevent graffiti and anti-social behavior and has received recognition 

from various community groups and local government. 

 

Inspector Reneker was awarded the National Medal in 1999; 1st clasp to the National 

Medal in 2008 and the NSW Police Medal in 2004 (including 3rd clasp the NSW 

Police Medal in 2009). In 2012, he received the Commissioner’s Sesquicentenary 

Citation. 

 

 

Detective Inspector Kevin Anthony McNeil – Crime Manager – Far South Coast 

Local Area Command 

 

Detective Inspector Kevin Anthony McNeil joined the NSW Police Force in 1985. He 

was attested as a probationary constable in 1985 and stationed at Bankstown. He 

was promoted to his current rank in 2005 and posted to his current command in 

2010. Detective Inspector McNeil has performed criminal investigations for the 

majority of his career where he has led a number of high profile criminal 

investigations earning the trust of his colleagues. 

 

Detective Inspector McNeil was awarded the National Police Service Medal in 2014, 

the National Medal in 2001; 1st clasp to the National Medal in 2014 and the NSW 

Police Medal in 2004 (including 3rd clasp to the NSW Police Medal in 2014). In 2012 

he received the Commissioner’s Sesquicentenary citation. 

 

Australian Fire Service Medal (AFSM) 
 

Captain Robert Avard – Fire & Rescue NSW 

 

Captain Robert Avard joined FRNSW on 1 November 1980 and has achieved over 36 

years continuous service serving the Murrurundi and Nyngan communities as a 

firefighter and in leadership roles responding to emergency events. He is nominated for 

his demonstrated commitment to building better communities within the Murrurundi and 

Nyngan areas 

He has demonstrated great commitment and responsibility through his leadership roles 

as Deputy Captain at both Murrurundi Fire Station and Nyngan Fire Station, and then 



as Captain at Nyngan, a role he has held for over 12 years.  

 

Notwithstanding his commitment to FRNSW, Captain Avard also held the position of 

Captain within the Volunteer Rescue Association (NSW VRA). He has shown great 

commitment to the preparation, planning, mitigation and recovery of his community to 

the effects of emergency incidents.  

 

 

Captain Paul Langley – Fire & Rescue NSW 

 

Captain Paul Langley joined FRNSW on 15 July 1993 and has achieved over 23 years 

continuous service in the Forster community. He is nominated for his demonstrated 

commitment, dedication, leadership and professionalism. 

 

He was promoted to the position of Captain in 2002 and served in this role for over 13 

years. He has maintained high standards of training, developing the skills of his 

firefighters as demonstrated in the achievements in the Australasian Road Rescue 

Organisation (ARRO) road crash rescue extrication competition. He has dedicated 

many hours to the support and education of community safety and is highly regarded by 

other emergency services as a highly regarded leader in the field.   

 

 

Chief Superintendent Kenneth Murphy – Fire & Rescue NSW 

 

Chief Superintendent Kenneth Murphy was appointed to the NSW Fire Brigades on 

30 March 1984 and he has served the community for over 30 years, culminating in 

his current rank of Chief Superintendent and position as Chief Superintendent 

Education and Training.  

His career with FRNSW has seen him serve in a range of key positions at many 

Sydney stations, including as a communication centre operator, Staff Officer to the 

Deputy Commissioner, and leading Regional South Operations for NSW.  

 

He is also recognised by his peers, as well as leaders in other emergency services, 

for his professionalism and commitment to improving fire service operations through 

leadership development courses facilitation, as well as his deployment to 

Christchurch following the devastating earthquake in March 2011. 

 

He has demonstrated exemplary leadership and commitment to the people of NSW, 

and his professional approach has contributed significantly to the development of 

FRNSW’s emergency services to the community.  

 

 

Inspector Kernin Lambert – Fire & Rescue NSW 

 



Inspector Kernin Lambert was appointed to the NSW Fire Brigades on 16 August 

1996 and he has served the community for over 20 years, culminating in his current 

rank of Inspector.  

 

He has shaped his career with FRNSW through his dedication to the recording and 

analysis of emergency events. He is also recognised by his peers, as well as leaders 

in other emergency services, for his professionalism and commitment to improving 

fire service operations through the publication of many papers and journals designed 

to better inform emergency responders to the behaviour and actions at those events. 

 

Inspector Lambert has demonstrated exemplary leadership and commitment to the 

people of NSW through more efficient operations. His professional approach has 

contributed significantly to the development of Fire & Rescue NSW’s emergency 

services to the community.  

 

 

Group Captain Alan Tucker – NSW Rural Fire Service 

 

Group Captain Alan Tucker joined the NSW RFS as a volunteer member of the 

Southampton Rural Fire Brigade in April 1976. He has, and continues to serve with 

dedication and distinction as a frontline firefighter and senior field officer over the 

course of a 40 year career as a volunteer member of the NSW RFS. 

 

His service history includes being Brigade Captain and Senior Deputy Captain of the 

Southampton Rural Fire Brigade. More recently, he served seven years as a Group 

Captain for the Clarence Valley Zone. 

 

Alan Tucker has over the years proven himself a highly capable firefighter and 

Divisional Commander. He has made significant contributions during major bush fire 

campaigns throughout his 40 years of volunteer service. These include, but are not 

limited to, the 1994 North Coast Bush Fire Emergency, the Christmas 2001 bush 

fires and the October 2002 Clarence Valley Bush Fire Emergency that directly 

impacted in his local brigade area. He has also been involved in a number of 

interstate deployments including the tragic 2009 Victorian  

Bush Fires. 

 

 

Captain Peter Brougham – NSW Rural Fire Service 

 

During 40 years of active service, Captain Peter Brougham has shown exceptional 

dedication to the NSW RFS, his brigade and the community, and his detailed 

knowledge of the local area is invaluable when locating and fighting fires in remote 

bushland areas of the Nambucca Valley.  

 



He is nominated for his wealth of experience, enduring commitment to the NSW RFS, 

concern for the welfare and safety of his community, ongoing selfless dedication to a 

difficult and responsible duty. 

 

He has shown an untiring devotion to the protection of people, properly and the 

environment, both locally and interstate. His experience, knowledge and exceptional 

willingness have proved invaluable when assisting NSW State Emergency Service 

and Fire and Rescue NSW at a range of incidents, particularly as he has attended 

many devastating motor vehicle accidents on the busy Mid North Coast Paciflc 

Highway. 

 

 

Group Captain Kelly Browne – NSW Rural Fire Service 

 

Group Captain Kelly Browne joined the Waterfall Rural Fire Brigade in February 1989 

and was elected a Group Captain in the Sutherland Distríct in 2014. Group Captain 

Browne's commitment and dedication to the NSW RFS and the wider community is 

outstanding. She is extremely proud to be a member of the Service and one who 

actively and positively promotes the NSW RFS. Group Captain Browne's 

distinguished service and admirable career has spanned over 27 years.  

 

Within the brigade structure, she has held numerous leadership positions for more 

than 20 years culminating in the role of Group Captain. In 2004, she was 

commended for her actions, contributions and leadership at the Waterfall Train 

Accident. 

Group Captain Browne is also the NSW RFS Chief Information Officer. As a salaried 

staff member she also undertakes operational support activities within the State 

Operations Centre including logistical coordination and major incident coordination.  

Previously a Board member and now President of the Women and Firefighting 

Australasia (WAFA) organisation, Group Captain Browne takes an active leadership 

role in promoting the abilities and capabilities of women, regardless of the task at 

hand.  

 

 

Group Captain Craig Burley – NSW Rural Fire Service 

 

Group Captain Craig Burley first joined Wilberforce Brigade in 1988 where he rose to 

the rank of Captain. He has been ranked as a Group Captain since 1993. In addition, 

he has also served on the Senior Management Team Committee, as well as chairing 

the Hawkesbury District Bush Fire Management Committee since May 2013. 

 

He has obtained a number of qualifications through the NSW RFS to develop his 

operational and leadership skills, and he is a also qualified Air Attack Supervisor and 

has been deployed to many parts of the State and overseas to undertake this role. 



He has also gained several qualifications in the aviation sector to further his 

knowledge. 

 

Group Captain Burley has been awarded the Long Service medal for 15 years and 

20 years of service and has also been awarded the National Medal in 2005. His 

knowledge of Remote Area Firefighting and Aviation has been invaluable to 

developing Remote Area firefighters and other NSW RFS crews. 

 

 

Deputy Group Captain Robert Cox – NSW Rural Fire Service 

 

Deputy Group Captain Robert (Rob) Cox started his firefighting career as a volunteer 

in 1989. He is nominated for his service and leadership to the NSW RFS, and has 

spent more than 22 years training fellow firefighters. He also is a former recipient of 

the National Medal and RFS Long Service Medal. 

 

Deputy Group Captain Cox has held a number of leadership roles with the NSW 

RFS, including Deputy Group Captain in the Mid North Coast District since 2014, and 

previously in the Clarence Valley District from 2004 to 2007. He served as the 

Corindi/Red Rock Brigade Captain and Deputy Captain for 11 years, amongst other 

key roles. 

 

Being humble in nature and a quiet achiever with a natural aptitude for leadership, he 

has an ability to maintain his composure and exert a calming influence to teams 

faced with horrific incidents and challenging circumstances. He has shown his 

strength as a Divisional Commander and Captain leading crews to fires and motor 

vehicle accidents for more than 24 years, including the 1994 Halfway Creek area 

fires and the 2001 Dirty Creek Range area fires. 

 

 

Firefighter Rex Guskett Fuge – NSW Rural Fire Service 

 

Firefighter Rex Guskett Fuge officially joined the Carrawandool Rural Fire Brigade in 

1950 and transferred to Lake Rural Fire Brigade in 2006. He is still an active member 

of the NSW RFS and continues to provide a wealth of knowledge to the local area 

and is a current member of the Mid Lachlan Valley Team Bush Fire Management 

Committee. He is nominated for his long service and ongoing contribution to the 

NSW RFS. 

Firefighter Fuge has a passion for landholders to create fire breaks in the area and at 

every opportunity pushes for their establishment. He has also seen many changes in 

the NSW RFS during his long involvement over 67 years and has always embraced 

new technology, including fire break equipment.  

 

Firefighter Fuge has been a long serving Captain of the West Plains Rural Fire 

Brigade, now amalgamated, and a current member of the Lake Brigade in the Forbes 



local government area. Due to his own interest in aviation, he assisted a Fire Control 

Officer at Wininya by flying the officer in his own plane and at his own expense, so 

the officer could better view the area and make a more informed tactical judgement. 

This occurred well before the common use of aircraft in firefighting. 

 

 

Group Captain David Loft – NSW Rural Fire Service 

 

Group Captain David Loft has been a volunteer with the NSW RFS since 1996 and 

has undertaken a range of roles including firefighter, Deputy Captain, Captain and is 

currently ranked Group Captain. He is nominated for his many years of leadership to 

local brigades operationally, through training and volunteer administration. 

 

Group Captain Loft has worked tirelessly to represent volunteers and the NSW RFS 

in local committees including the local Bush Fire Management Committee and 

various liaison committees. In addition, he is also a Wildfire investigator and has 

undertaken the role of Incident Controller at numerous local fires in the 

Queanbeyan/Palerang areas as well as being a strike team leader.  

 

Further, he has provided leadership within incident management teams where he has 

fulfilled the roles of operations, planning and safety officer, and continues to mentor 

local volunteers aspiring to leadership roles within the NSW RFS, and providing 

specialist training in rural fire driving across the State.  

 

Emergency Services Medal  
 

Mr John Steele– Marine Rescue NSW 

 

John Steele joined the Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol (RVCP) Eden Unit in 2007, 

bringing extensive experience as a member of the Royal Australian Navy, to its 

existence as MRNSW today. As an active volunteer for more than nine years, Mr 

Steel has provided sustained support to the volunteer marine rescue sector in the 

Monaro Region, both in his former role of Unit Commander for Marine Rescue Eden 

and more recently in the challenging role of MRNSW Search and Rescue Support 

Officer. 

 

He is committed to building the competence and knowledge of his fellow MRNSW 

members and to the development of a robust, leading-edge marine communications 

system essential to the organisation's work to save lives on the water. Mr Steele has 

contributed to the modernisation of not only MRNSW Eden but also the 

organisation's communications technology. 

 

When required, Mr Steele works in support of the Monaro Regional Operations 

Manager to assist in the coordination of multi-agency responses, leading the 



communications centre team to resolve time critical and life threatening emergency 

situations on the water.  

As the MRNSW Eden unit's current Training Officer and Training Systems Officer, Mr 

Steele is integral to developing the organisation's future operational crew. He has 

also played a core role in the enhancement of the operational communications 

capabilities of MRNSW Eden, a key Search and Rescue Coordination Centre located 

in an isolated, high-risk and strategic area of coastline. The unit's location close to 

the Victorian border and Bass Strait means that it plays a crucial safety role in 

supporting the fleet of competitors in the annual Sydney to Hobart yacht race fleet ,as 

well as the large recreational boating population on these waters.  

 

 

Deputy Unit Commander Kevin Marshall – Marine Rescue NSW 

 

Deputy Unit Commander Kevin Marshall has served with MRNSW for 18 years since 

joining the Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol in February 1998. He has held the position 

of Ulladulla Deputy Unit Commander for more than 12 years. 

He is a qualified electrician and has used his skills especially in vessel maintenance 

and repair of electrical faults that would otherwise resulted in the unit’s vessel being 

out of service. 

 

Mr Marshall holds a Master 5 qualification and was formerly a skipper of a Customs 

vessel. He has brought exceptional knowledge and skills to the unit and has been 

involved as an instructor and assessor. In his spare time he has also held the rank of 

Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) with the Army Reserve. He has also acted in the 

position of Unit Searchmaster when required. 

 

He is committed to training MRNSW crews and his strong nautical knowledge has 

been integral in developing volunteers including in radio operations, and he has also 

actively volunteered his own time to assist in other unit events and fundraising 

activities. 

 

 

Mr John Murray – Marine Rescue NSW 

 

Mr Murray has been involved with MRNSW since joining the Volunteer Rescue 

Association - Marine (VRA) in 2002 as a volunteer, to its existence as MRNSW 

today. As both a senior volunteer and operational member of MRNSW staff for more 

than 15 years, Mr Murray has provided key support to the highest levels of volunteer 

marine rescue in our State. He has made a significant contribution to the co-

ordination of multiple rescues along the NSW coastline. 

 

Mr Murray has a strong operational background in marine rescue service delivery as 

a former Unit Commander of MRNSW Woolgoolga. Beyond the operational realm, Mr 

Murray has been instrumental in both capacity building and governance. His 



sustained contribution to the development of a professional training program - at first 

in a volunteer capacity and more recently as a member of staff – which has helped 

enhance the skill, capability and safety of MRNSW crew members. While his role 

often sees Mr Murray working at a strategic level, he maintains his technical 

capabilities to mentor volunteer members.  

 

Mr Murray has recently been appointed as the Regional Operations Manager - 

Northern Rivers. This appointment follows his four years as the Regional Controller - 

Mid North Coast and Regional Training Officer for an additional two years. His work 

on the VRA Marine sub-committee, AVCGA National Training Advisory Committee, 

SRB Marine Competency Committee, Marine Rescue Training and Workplace Health 

and Safety Committee, in addition to his substantive work, demonstrate his 

professionalism and passion.  

 

 

Mr Stephen Cliffe – NSW State Emergency Service 

 

Mr Stephen Cliffe has dedicated a 25 year emergency service career to enriching the 

lives of volunteers, improving the safety and resilience of the community, and 

bettering the NSW State Emergency Service. His operational and non-operational 

contributions are routinely above the call of duty, and his nomination recognises his 

significant and sustained contribution to the operational capability of the NSW SES. 

He has used his technical expertise to guide capability development and review 

through various advisory groups within the NSW SES.  

 

Mr Cliffe has been deployed in highly specialist Incident Management Team roles 

around the state, including as an: Operations Officer, Incident Controller, Task Force 

Commander, Strike Team Leader, and in flood and vertical rescue capabilities. He 

has also consistently given up his time to deliver training throughout the state through 

successful events and training courses across the state, including creation of the 

NavRescue event which ran for 17 years.  

 

He is one of a few Vertical Rescue instructors and assessors and has overseen the 

training of a significant number of the NSW SES' vertical rescue operators. He has 

also dedicated himself to improving the volunteer experience through the Volunteers' 

Association, and the area of Information Technology improvements in the NSW SES. 

 

 

Nichole Richardson – NSW State Emergency Service 

 

Ms Nichole Richardson joined the NSW SES’ Waverley-Woollahra Unit on  

1 November 1988. In the past 29 years, Ms Richardson is nominated for the ESM for 

providing distinguished and exemplary service to the NSW SES and the NSW 

Community both as a volunteer and paid staff member.  

 



She served with the unit for 18 years until her appointment as the NSW SES Lachlan 

Deputy Region Controller in July 2007. In 2015, she was appointed to act as the 

Region Controller for the Lachlan Region, a position which she holds today.  

 

Ms Richardson's leadership and incident management skills were highlighted in the 

latter part of 2016 during the major flooding, which impacted the majority of the river 

systems in Western NSW following significant storm and rain events that 

commenced with two East Coast Lows. Operational activity during this period 

included a significant number of Flood rescues (41) and evacuation orders. This was 

the largest flooding event experienced in Lachlan Region since 1974 and Units 

across the Region were operational for 180 days between May and November 2016. 

 

Throughout this period, Ms Richardson demonstrated exemplary service in leading 

not just her own Region, but the communities of the impact area in response to the 

flooding. Her capacity to work collaboratively with both local and state government 

officials, community leaders and volunteers were key in the successful response to 

the event. 

 

 


